Materials donated to Grassroots Feminism by Sally O-J

Shocking Pink, FIRST LETTER (1 page)

T
The idea for an alternative young woman's ma_.azine came out of the
first Young Woman's Conferenct held in .ondon in Lecember 1979« In
almost a year, this idea has become a reality. It started with
meetings in London, and those women included in the making of it
has grown from a handful of young women to over 300 on the mailing
list, and a working collective based in London. We have had a
nunber of problems with keeping in contact with the women on the
mailing list, the major one being money. We haven't got any, being
mostly at school or uneuployed.
Everything in the mag. has been written or drawn by young women aged
from 12-21, and the collective consists of women aged between 12-22,
The next issue will be written by you - that is, tiie women who have
read this one - and soc we'd like to know what you thought of this
issue. Please answer these questions, or we won't know where we went
wrong etc, .

Where did you hear about Rocking Pink . ciltcuvss ceob e ntsessss

How old are You?-o.co-ao--oococu-oo-o-o--n----o-o.o--oc.oooconu-ono-on
re you at school, work, et e b RIS o s R i L i

sre you involved with any groups that you'd like us to know about for
contact lists, or future R s o Y I e s e e O
0.'....."".!.....!'l.‘-'.'.l...l.......ll‘....l...'..‘l.’l..lll...

C.l.ll....‘tl!l...l‘OlOl’ll.cll.lo.o.lo..lo.!u.i....."..l....'...'.

What did you think of this #ssue? Be as critical a8 YOU CaNsseesssss
Q....ll..Q..'.'OO..C0.0I.......Q...I..IIO..l.'l..lll......l...’l...'
'0....!'0...!.0..."..lll.-.lu.l.t..-lIl..‘l‘.....l’.....lll'..l.l..
l.ll..‘.l.lll'l..-.l.00.II.O.“l.I.‘0'IIllO..l..l‘..ll.ll..‘ll‘...ll

. "
-noo.-'.o-o-o---loo-.-onoobooo.--aonocsoo.ou-o-n.-..i.n-oooo.ooo..lj

What would you like to see in future LU e s ves s sles de s s sasns
..IQOOOUOOOIQ‘OUIIC.l......ll....l.l‘..lll..’l.l.l'll.-.'ll.l......l.

toooo.onn.on.luno.-t..o-ao-o.o-ooo-o-n-o--o.on.o-co--.o-.-oo'-ovluot

would you like to be involved in the makin of future issues, writing
or drawing, or other skills;......................................;..

It'll probably be based in .ondon again, but we'd like ‘0 set up
groups in other areas. Are you S es i LR o T TL e

What types of groups do you think they: BROU L B E e i ete ka0 s oo 570 0 0 nte

o.unoco-o.-o---coo---o.oouo.--..o--o--oooo-ooto-ln..oncnollot-ocoooo

Even if you don't want to be in such a group, would you still be
interested in, for instance, writing BoMething? . veesnsrovinsssioaaiaos

We eventually want to get the mag, into the shops, but this probably
won't be possible for the next issue, so if you want to seemmore,
Please write and tell us, with an SiE Very important, as cost of
postarse is so high), so we can tell you ‘when and where to buy it.

We'd like as mmany of you as possible to be invlolved in shocking
Pink, If you're interested, write to us at 4 Essex .id, Acton,
London W3. Ve'd also like to get young women in the same areas in
contact with eachother, so please say if you mind having your add-
ress circulated to others,

We all hope you enjoy shocking pins - if you don't, tell us why,

Thanks, love and sisterhood, shocking Pink collective xxx



Minutes of the meeting held on Sunday 20th April 1980 at A Woman's Place (1 of 2)

THIS IS WHY THERE IS A NEED FOR AN ALTERNATIVE MAGAZINE FOR YOUNG WOMEN: :

Firstly, we know there is a need, becsuse WE need it. And we know that meny
others do, becsuse of the national response to our advertisements and
publicity,

AN ALTERNATIVE, BECAUSE:
Magazines like Jackie, OH Bo » Blue Jeans, .... don't give a reslistic
impression of our lives.,

None of tiem mske us feel complete or independent as young women. They
meke us feel you've got to lean on somebody (usually a boy) or on something
Y (usually clothes and meke up).

They don't give us any credit for intekligence. Like all the rest of the media,
they presume that we sre only intersested in clothes, cooking, ‘home and family,
snd getting our man. We're interested in some of these things, but not

in the way they constantly present them. EG we don't necessarily wear
'fashionable' clothes to catch a boy's eye, but like dressing for ourselves, and
for practical and comfortable reasons, too,

We need a magazine that looks at other things too, issues that reelly affect
our lives, like nuclear power znd weapons, violence against women, racism,
contrsception, abortion, sexuality, =11 aspects of women's rights, books,
opportunities in educztion =nd at work,

U And we wsnt » megazine th t looks =t fashion, music, mske up, reletionships....
end all the usual megazine subjects from a more interesting and realistic
viewpoint.

YOUNG WOMEN, BECAUSE:

At the moment the megszines are mainly run by older women (and men), meny of

whom rre completely out of touch with what youn.g women want. They keep saying they
Are giving us what we went. But we don't want it. In any case, they can't know
whet young women went, because there's no slternative 2t the moment for them

to chocse from.

There are meny issues which particulerly concern younger women. It is not us
who are ageist, We are forced into certain situations becsuse of our age:

we have fewer rights even than older women. Cur sociel =nd everyday lives are



Minutes of the meeting held on Sunday 20th April 1980 at A Woman's Place (2 of 2)

controlled by laws and attitudes which presume we have to be 'orotecter!
but in fact stop us from doing what we went to dos Age of Consent,
entertzinment snd licensing lews, employment regulstions etc. We need

2 mogazine in which young women write about these extra restrictions.

ALL WOMEN BECAUSE 3

The magazine will be run by women working togetper - mzinly young women.

Our experience is thet when you have boys and men rround, they tend to dominrte
end tzke over. We want to show thest young women can do it on their own.

The mrgezine will heve lots in it sbout reletionships with boys and men -

but written by =nd for young women, :

«



Shocking Pink, Minutes, Sat 11th October 1980 (1 of 3)

: )
S by ofwﬁt%pguv./k% Ot /1 Octnber

Jpecdf:catinn
Ser ablachacl Aatt

Buaget

Jet allochecl frcet
DiGnbutina Flon - POSTAC SACES

o Ao wdll e o (L mvpowcma‘.coa
WE HAVE HACF A PA¢GE Co CE v THE QETERSE
COLOUR TUPPLEALENT v pouv. @™ 11!

|
|
i

.Zﬂm.oﬂa-‘ w"(M ave Hiv regponve ror ferthor taitd
| av Gt cOULIDE b iy paich powt publicty agaa?

forw gptions

D We oetol anticipate Aatl and acodh Of Aexl
I and ook foF Aubrcapbiae o be Vet ch ,

@ e cota ado At ecddur ua
,04/'/&4‘\] M cE otr 7 oF a.v?u»d. m
e Cocdd/u‘.c(ua&. a chéwt (&Uﬁu—éo MW
:;p/wﬂ{_'vc-ﬂr\w(’) a% na.rand.
RW butinas of arGclesr VATIOALS ;/eArea«uy
ECEIVED.

8. Charpopible poleal salis

SAARE RIB - adlsert en Oct. iwwwe L (00™ fye ]
article cn Aecs A Ao, Muwa CAL LB

Iy
crankatim , 7 o ecich

'_fkmto

Aubuscarionss. YoudA Clek

@-|

|

| 2o
| £
|

~
GAURDIAN' ?rl%;&‘, EL€rvg ELDS - Cal femneiy, i
SOUNDY, W M. FE, FRINGE POLITICAC PARERS, RAZO
Q‘WM NAT /omwlaé CONC PRESS, TIME OwT.

Mut&ae,a.,

e ol eards all
6%@ Rl ancl contel

Pubticating date § b‘”t?’

the colleclioe dieldes
Ao Inbir A ctipn Aas e-réuun.u exerdina of
iAo DA tAe preusr and i €O bath €Oy
ab et L:c.ﬂ.ouldrfbéupa.u DA Ass.
fﬂtfa—&u - Aiorty
4 M- oA Clsks — @ Youdh COokers /ka.(.l.«zg
Lyﬁu éodd(,(bpu.,rww abot Ao
Gt + Vel Corpentes colll bl o hat ot de

be S pat a (A;f.uu.(,u(?

(2. Bookp GO We dicioledl bo contack
Aagj‘ Z" éwtvmwﬂbw a/.tz/na.ta)f_

€0 cokelXar Uuse
Aca,oc aa«o(,a@»«m Jeo folk (i .
3. QU Cntnrer andd QU lonferencas e Tha reowr Future .

e ar cidisrdual collclis <
vell o Ele Flrce by, at ti&'u(.-eoutr
efr. ca.a..:uowcu&.-:v\y por

CONTRACT «olth M. 1Y G

To le W olun G hnal pveoplictinn
6«09&6 N qoteol au:‘waLW 5
‘/./‘4”,/,‘)’ U reglins a oy oF oev editorat /ol
L Esseo (b4t pork of lnter Actina POliy Ol M. L Y.
Priectt

2 W aregudt of Uhe Cbuerer artide woe asddh e
ma.éoéoﬁwawmu‘.pnuu at krac



Shocking Pink, Minutes, Sat 11th October 1980 (

7ASk (./d‘T’“)

2 of 3)

/A relat

Coe call aneol an editonal pols w
mmdtﬁl\_é t«ultd,pzl bazir Lot For s 1)
bo refer bacd o and. bo anser preys guaflinag on. }_W_ M"’VM 3\
M. 1. Y. REQUIRES : CETTRAIET ~ Eryrg &;0¢.e cé e A.eé(.«\r VO ANAE
e A by diode ith - Sy nacety o b | TRIPEC BomR0 - e e

corsba Glompion (I B iy S o GOl Lops geiw ~ stabtn SOdApNE
2. e dugenpam pfwiz-ﬁuoféua%rs,u |2 Panting ety
3 a powm,éw of tohait e Agpe Glo | w“"”"w:’;”mrfw,ﬁoﬁ’ AT

Mff‘b’w = | : reprint-colts JOSRVNE

‘/cv&’ "‘“'7“"‘“' Thar @ O0wrrisuTION PLAN
DIRNNE.

e boke b
@ /Ld-éa.du (/
® ane, Néna,
Le wilt put Ma-.m. loear éo a._t\—\.ntévvﬂm
DATE ©F THE NEXT MEETNG ¢ M"U o Aiveeus
Al Ptnbution cocdh donne of Mo Stilis parsd al
(NVTERALTION Ao 014 (3% O, 6 CO p.ru.

| 300 copiy UPIRE RS actoart
' aibatinn to Oal Carpentar o attand rcibiiqg on
Neonclog Chais

D E
Sy

ditto AAA%/ Lhitran ancl dea Heaunage

Full- 7eiw Dibtribetas € :
I f-uLoL Out about diFtrbutina bo altirnatise
Ses e

butlin .
L

5 lﬂ-qoﬁq
(ontaot £/, Frae + pﬂ(,&oﬁao(a«ta-écut JAwy
AN butaan albamatice bockuopr

Albrarici - cont Qal about
i brbuwtin & LrWWM

JANE

@COWEI%T = s
Oflvek féatimers Hall v e r 6(4. (He el

ord Forad out akbout co @MC' M‘ﬂ =
JAanE

/COVA .

®@ Contact (. about € émg
ally é’m

e ————



Shocking Pink, Minutes, Sat 11th October 1980 (3 of 3)

SPECIEICATIONS. )

|- A4 FORWAT
Q 16 ov Qo DAGGSCDEPE&%mcgw
3. POSSIBLY IS PHoTS= HALF-TONES -

NOT INCLODING W28 PHOTD-STORY.
430 93w oFoq %WWM)FW
Yhvoughons, (a ng (O WiitE

S.(ovev — Q (oLoTRS ATIEAST.
C A% ehva Coltuus Indade .
16 B mhel pwit d) 8.000- possyble
y Wit Print viun on , to e costed 24
pev 1. 600 \-J
Mso possibilily d} ve-pn

(3o o be cosfea)

Pre Qfm\\.qg Coshs

Mailing - Lisk 42
'quud*\r\% £35
Yesor & co
Archos £5.60
Brote sseecen £45 |
Tea\  £3:.90
Reeks Costa,
3 \'\% a & |
\Egage 20g0qe (dnacges poges
B Fcoe 4298 00 el w00 £325 Q0
ATASY € G OO \oks oo £ bk <O
Barara e £ L5.00 Floidn 4500
Cosless £ \9:00 Coshecs \oO \S.00
Toke\ €402 00 Tw\ €410 00
Ouexu\\ To‘\e\%
f(ﬂ\ ‘\3 £ 509 &
O»Qzﬂzﬂce . grroo
\ncome
Mogatine {3 Maleqy 239 £660 .00

3 cemk gsee 109 {20000

Toka\ L6 60 00

Aus goom ma'&m% £33%.00

£69300 ¢aAroO
LB\ ¢



Shocking Pink, Spare Rib ad cropped, 1980

440 ’27?
oW

Comte to the
SPARE RIB/
SHOCKING PIMK
beuefit

WOMEN ONLY
MORE INFO NEXT MONTH

REVIEWS
42 Books: Working-Class Wives — their health and conditions
in the 1930s, a sceptical look at The Sceptical Feminist,
Sula|— a new Black American novel and children’s books
Flashback: Gaining Momentum photography exhibition
Music: The expansive Sisterhood of Spit

TV: Tiswas ‘anarchy’ and Swapshop ‘worthiness’ and
Sorry, a play about rape

Cover design by Pat Kahn. Images by Ingrid Emsden,
1 in Tahise Judv Rahartenn and Carlos Reves. Theatre: A round-in of the Waman in Theatra caacan in



Shocking Pink, London Evening News, Feb 1980 (1 of 2)
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Shocking Pink, London Evening News, Feb 1980 (2 of 2)
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Shocking Pink, The Observer Magazine, November 9th 1980 (1 of 2)

9 NOVEMBER 1980

DBSERVE

Blows the wind to-day, and the sun and the rain are
flying,
Blows the wind on the moors to-day and now,
Where about the graves of the martyrs the whaups are
crying,
My heart remembers how!

The Pentland Hills (first verse)
by Robert Louis Stevenson

Places mpoems

see page 48
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Shocking Pink, The Observer Magazine, November 9th 1980 (2 of 2)

)
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A group of young women, fed
up with the diet of romantic
hmny fed to them by teenage
magazines, are publishing their
own alternative called Shock-
ing Pink.

*Pink is a girl’s colour, but
we want to shock people out of
their complacency,” say the
collective that grew out of a

s ”

weekends and evenings, are
aged from pre-teens to early
20s. They have built up a mail-
ing list of nearly 300 others
who are contributing ideas and
help. Shocking Pink is being
helped by Inter-Action’s Make-
It-Yourself scheme and the
first run of 3,000 copies will
circulate this month.

The collective (who don’t

young
held last winter. About 20 of
them form the editorial core,

want to be called ‘girls’ and
who would rather not be indi-
vidually named) have scores of
letters to prove that remedies
for acne and how to attract the
opposite sex are not the solu-
tion for all young women. A 13-
year-old says in her articulate
letter to Shocking Pink that she

SHOCKING PR’ I BLACK-AND-WHITE

or gossip about stars, to be told
what to wear or who to have
crushes on,

She, and the other readers,
will be able to write their own
fiction. The content of the first
issue includes a changed-role
story, with a female taking the
initiative, set in a disco in 2980.
There's a photo-story ‘done
over a weekend when the col-
lective got together® and a 14-
year-old from Belfast has writ-
ten a personal account of
danger in Northern Ireland.
Since then. she has had her
skull fractured by a rubber bul-
let. A black teenager describes
her experiences when she was
watching a National Front

does not want a problem page

But, because they want to
rcprmn(aw:deranpoﬁead-
ers, the collective believe in
explaining their standpoint.
They offer an interpretation of
sexism that e
woman will appreciate: ‘It's
about being told to do the
housework because you're a
girl; told you can be a nurse but
not a doctor; being expected to

stories, photographs, drawings
and subscriptions. The first 16-
page issue costs 20p (send a
postal order and a stamped
addressed envelope to Shock-
ing Pink, 4 Essex Road, Lon-
don W3). Ann Hills

Nobody knows yet if the
scouts actually existed, or if
they had a base where Miss
Sutcliff puts them, at Castellum
near Edinburgh. The story is
based not on fact, but on an
inspired hunch.

She had the same sort of
hunch when she set “The Eagle
of the Ninth® in Exeter. When
she wrote that book, no traces
had been discovered of any
Roman garrison in the town.

The archaecologists said it was

unlikely. Now, 25 years later,
they are digging up relics of the
Second Legion’s garrison all
over Exeter.

Roman Britain is a kind of
second home to her, she says.
‘It’s a delicious feeling of **Ah,
here again!”, although 1 am

itely more worthwhile, but with
thun I remain an onlooker -

inated, but not involved. If
one believes in reincarnation
(and I'm not at all sure that |
don’t - it's rather a nice thing
to believe in) you could say
that the times I feel best about
are the times that 1 was born
into.”

Reincarnation doesn’t do all
the work, of course. There is a
massive amount of
too. Whatdndthckomansok
diers eat? How would supplies
come in? How would they
forge a sword blade, build a
wall? She gets much useful
information through her mem-
bership of a wargames society
which specialises in early his-
tory. Members commanding
Lilliputian armies fight out
imaginative reconstructions of
early tribal battles, before the

unfair invention of gunpowder.

Fiction does have an odd
way of turning to fact with
Rosemary Sutcliff. The Fron-
tier Walves in her new story
get their name from the
wolfskin cloaks which they
wear on top of the regulation
dark green army issue cloaks.
This was a piece of imaginative
embroidery by the author,
which fitted in with the wild
image she created for her semi-

brigands.

Later, one of her fellow war-
gamers turned up some evi-
dence that Roman patrols had
indeed used such cloaks, as the
wolf-heads broke up the tell-
tale silhouette of Roman war
caps on the skyline.

Perhaps in another 25 years,
the archaeologists had better
sundsmmapmmndon-
tellum. .

RY()IW(:OBS] RVERYOUNG ()BbL]

Anna Pavord 87
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Shocking Pink, Time Out, November 13 1980

News

Girlsin

Teenage? Female? Tired of being
viewed as early advertising fodder?
Sick of ‘What can 1 do to win Dave
back from my best friend Ann?"

Help may be at hand. Next week
Shocking Pink hits the streets,

The new 20p magazine comes
from 2 collective of 12 young femin-
ists between 15 and 20, the Young
Waomen's Magazine Group (YWMG).

The YWMG produced the magazine
after, in the words of one member,
condluding that the young female
market was flooded with ‘crap”. It
is the product of collaboration with
400 other young women across the
country.

Shocking Pink’s first issue includes
an argument in favour of lowering
the age of consent, suggests a party
to celebrate one § first menstruation
and provides a photo-strip on being
gay and coming out at school . . .

The YWMG believes that if it can
sell 3000 copies the paper can cover
costs and planning on the second issue
can go ahead. The first one had plenty
of pitfalls.

Interaction, the group run by Ed
Berman, withdrew a loan it had pro-
vided under its ‘Make It Yoursel{®
scheme a few weeks before the
magazine was due to print. Inter-
action stated that until ‘divisions”
within the collective were sorted out
it was impossible to continue work-
ing with them.

The collective deny any ‘splits”
and suspect interaction got an attack
of cold feet when they saw the con-
tent.

‘We think they were expecting the
same ‘stories” as the existing maga-
2ines simply with a bit of role reversal,’
explained the YWMG spokesperson.
“There was never any time when they
hinted that if they found the content
controversial they’d pull out, so we
just weren't prepared for their decision.”

In the end: “We'll sell it on the
streets, we'll sell it on the barricades,
we 1l sell it on the beaches!” (Penny
Valentine)

Shocking Pink is available throwugh mail
order at 40p including p&p. Cheques
io Young Women's Magazine Group
(TO] at 4 Essex Road, W3.
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Shocking Pink, No.3 City Limits, May 14-20 1982

ALTERNATIVE MAGAZINES

Big/Small/Tack/Gloss/New/ Not-so-New:
There’s more on the magazine racks than meets
the eye. Overleaf MOG JOHNSTONE surveys a
few of the current contenders. ..

See Bits (page 54)

for bookshops handling
a selection of these
magazines,

D Statyemurl wbubng & Farh the v cher

ENTIKW

i
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Shocking Pink, NME, c. 1983
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Shocking Pink Letter (1 of 2)
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Shocking Pink ad for badges for Issue 2 (designed by Sally) in Spare Rib 1981.

= : Place, LONAON v -

: : = ) % :."‘. 3 : = ; s ble “ ‘
Tasteful pink + green badges now available
~ from 4 Essex Rd, London W3. 20p + postage.

4
ST

HaE (i 7i and for young women ;
2nd edition of the alternative magazme_by _ youn s L
now available from above address, 36p inc p+p. Donations weleom e
' POs + cheques payable to Young Women’s Magazine Grou t::f :
Jen meeting for Young Women interested in
" There will be an open meeting for Young Women nter :
'jl';hi:iﬂg ‘the Shocking Pink collective at The Women's Centre,

90 Cromer St, London

WCI (Kings Cross tube) on Sunday August
" 2at 3pm. : 2 e

Shocking Pink flyer — call for contributors for issue 3
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Shocking Pink Letter to subscribers

o

THE LATEST FROM SHOCKING PINK - AT LAST....

Dear Young Women,

You may have been wondering when Issue 4 of Shocking Pink is coming
out. Well - its up to you.

The present Shocking Pink collective feels that, for various reasons

(full time emplyment, other heavy commitments, or just hav ing been on

the collective for too long etc.) its time that a new group of young

women either continue Shocking Pink, or, start a new alternative young
womens magazine with the remaining Shocking Pink funds, and with practical
help - ie., the passing on of all the layout and production skills we've
learned in the last three years - from us.

As an zlternative young womens magazine, Shocking Pink has alweys had a
policy of not printing anything racist, sexist, or anti-lesbian, and

has always been by and for all young women: black, white, working class,
middle class, lesbian or heterosexual, able-bodied or with disabilities.

At the moment, the collective is based in London, but if 2 group of

young women anywhere else are interested, therés no reason it shouldnt
move.

Woula interested women please get in touch with us via 90 Cromer St.,
London w.C.l as soon as possihle so that we can organise a meeting
to discuss this.

Thanks,

Love from Shocking Pink .

'.

.
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Shocking Pink, Letter from Connexions, 7 February 1983
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Shocking Pink Badge
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